and crafty as he seemed, was as much at sea as Harley
had ever been. He wrote to Wyndham that nothing
was more certain than that there was at this time no
formed design in the party, whatever views some par-
ticular men might have, against the accession of King
George. In the whole four years of his intimacy with
ministers, Swift vows that he never heard one single
word in favour of the Pretender. The entire imputation
was nothing else but a device of opposition. He often,
he says, asked men in the "Whig camp whether they did
really suspect either the queen or her servants of having
favourable regards towards the Pretender, and they all
said no. More particularly one person, afterwards in
great employment, frankly told him, "You set up the
Church and Sacheverell against us, and we set up Trade
and the Pretender against you."

Yet it is now beyond all doubt that both Oxford to a
certain extent, and Bolingbroke very deeply, were en-
gaged in intrigues with the Pretender's agents. Boling-
broke was quite aware of the desperate insecurity of a
restoration policy, The public was in as inconsistent
a frame of mind as either Oxford or Bolingbroka As
Lord Stanhope has justly remarked, the country, with
wonderful blindness, resolutely adhered at the same
time to a Protestant king and to Jacobite ministers,
They prayed devoutly for the Electros Sophia, and
burnt in effigy the pope, the devil, and the Pretender ;
yet they supported a, Parliament that suffered no
step to be taken to the disadvantage of the most
dangerous member of the trinity, On the other hand,
Bolingbroke saw that the Hanoverian accession meant
his own banishment from power, and the final over- hint. Whim
